Living and working in the United Arab Emirates

The United Arab Emirates is the second largest economy
in the Arab world after Saudi Arabia.
While the economy has been largely reliant on oil, other
industries such as luxury tourism and international
finance have blossomed. Additionally, a large and hectic
construction boom continues with many Australians in
architecture, construction, planning and engineering
moving there to gain further experience.
If you are thinking of moving to the United Arab Emirates,
considering what you are going to do to make ends meet

or what the prospects are for climbing the career
ladder is pretty important.
We took a look at official lists which outlined the jobs
and occupations which are currently in-demand in
the UAE, along with some details about visas that
will let you in and allow you to work, plus some
information about the average cost of living.

Jobs that are in-demand

• Health Professionals
• Sales and Business Development Professionals
• Business, Human Resource and Finance Professionals
including HR Managers, Recruiters, Payroll Managers, Learning
and Development Managers, Auditors, Regulatory
Compliance, Finance Crime and Senior Commercial Finance
Specialists, Management Accountants
• Construction Tradespeople
• Architecture, Interior Design, Engineering and Surveying
Professionals
• Information Technology (I.T.) Professionals including
Software Developers, SAP Professionals, Project Managers
and Business Analysts

• Procurement and Supply Chain Specialists
• Legal Professionals including Real Estate Lawyers,
Corporate and Commercial Lawyers, Contract Specialists
and Paralegals
• Engineering Professionals especially specialists in
Electrical, Aerospace and Maritime
• Hospitality Professionals
• Marketing Professionals, especially Digital and Content
Marketers

Source: Hays 2016 Salary Guide for the Gulf Cooperation Council

Visas
Residency Visa
To work in the UAE you must have a labour card, for which you must first get a residency
visa. These are typically granted for three years and can be renewed indefinitely.
Resident
VISA

Normally an employer, rather than you, will handle the visa application and all related fees
on your behalf - so the first step is to get a job offer from a company based in the UAE.
Your employer may have to show that the position could not be filled by a local candidate.
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For more information about UAE working visas
visit www.emirates.com/uk/english/plan_book/essential_information/
visa_passport_information/uae_visas.aspx
Source: expatfocus.com

Cost of Living
Average monthly rent for
a 1-bedroom major city apartment:
Source: numbeo.com as at 27 October, 2016

Monthly public transport costs:
The Dubai Metro is currently the only commercial railway
network in the UAE, and the city also has tram and bus
services. A larger rail network connecting the emirate’s
main cities is expected to launch in 2018.
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AED 230.0

AED 6,976

Average cost of food and entertainment:
A Cappuccino

0.5 litres of domestic beer

Loaf of fresh white bread

Regular

AED 16.15

AED 35.00
Eggs

AED 4.43
Cinema ticket

2)

A Dozen (1

AED 9.85

AED 35.00

Source: numbeo.com, as of 4 January 2017

To convert these prices into Australian dollars,
try using the currency converter at worldfirst.com.au
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Fully paid maternity leave is currently set at just six weeks
in the UAE - one of the lowest in the world. However, this
is currently being reviewed as part of measures to improve
conditions for women in the workplace,
and is expected to increase in the future.

As accommodation can be expensive in the UAE, many
employers either provide housing or pay a housing
allowance on top of a salary. This is not mandatory,
and should be negotiated with your employer
as part of the contract.

Source: whatson.ae

Source: emirates247.com

If you’re thinking about moving to the UAE for your career,
speaking to a Currency Specialist can help you plan your finances for everything
from setting up your new life to managing the transfer of funds once you settle in.
Choose a foreign exchange company where you’ll be able to chat through your options. There are
more choices than most think when it comes to foreign exchange, so being able to discuss your
situation first will mean you’ll get the most out of your transfer.
World First are international money transfer specialists that could help you get better exchange rates
and assist with seamless bank-to-bank transfers so you know the exchange rate you are getting and
what you’ll receive at the other end. We’re also one of the few 5-star rated Australian providers
awarded ‘Outstanding Value in International Money Transfers’ by CANSTAR, Australasia’s leading
consumer finance ratings company.

Start enjoying better exchanges rates and
personalised service with World First today.
1800 835 506

ausprivate@worldfirst.com

worldfirst.com.au
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