Living and working in Hong Kong

With the transfer of sovereignty of Hong Kong from the
UK to China in 1997, economic ties between the PRC and
Hong Kong have grown increasingly stronger. It is no
surprise then that those with trilingual capabilities in
English, Cantonese and Mandarin are in high demand in
Hong Kong.
If you are thinking of moving there, considering
what you are going to do to make ends meet or what
the prospects are for climbing the career ladder is
pretty important.

We took a look at official lists which outlined the
jobs and occupations which are currently
in-demand in Hong Kong, along with some details
about visas that will let you in and allow you to
work, plus some information about the average cost
of living.

Jobs that are in-demand

• Business and Human Resource Professionals including
Finance Managers, Treasury Specialists and Learning and
Development Managers

• Insurance Professionals including Product Developers and
Compliance Specialists

• Compliance and Anti-Money Laundering Professionals,
Regulatory Reporting Specialists, and Internal Auditors

• Legal Professionals including Corporate Lawyers and
Private Equity Lawyers

• Sales and Business Development Professionals

• Procurement Professionals

• Administrative Professionals including Executive Assistants
and Office Administrators

• Marketing Professionals including Digital Marketers and
Brand Managers

• Supply Chain Specialists

• Information Technology (I.T.) and Computer Science
Professionals including Analysts and Developers
Source: immd.gov.hk

Visas
Working Holiday visa

Aged 18 - 30

Up to 5,000 Australian citizens per year between the ages of 18 and 30 can live in Hong
Kong for 12 months, during which they can take up temporary employment (no more
than three continuous months per employer). You will need to supply financial proof of
having at least HK$20,000 (around AU$3,400) to apply.
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General Employment Policy (GEP) visa

Employment

VISA

If you have a job offer from a company in Hong Kong, you can apply for a working visa
under the General Employment Policy. Normally these will only be issued to people with a
good academic or professional background, and where the job cannot be filled by a local
candidate. The job may also need to meet a certain pay level.

For more information on Hong Kong working visas
visit www.gov.hk/en/nonresidents/visarequire/general/
Source: immd.gov.hk

Cost of Living
Monthly public transport costs:
Average monthly rent for
a 1-bedroom major city apartment:

Public transport in Hong Kong includes the MTR underground
railway, the Star Ferry service to the mainland and bus
routes. The Octopus card is used on most buses and the MTR.

46.07

.00

HKD $450

HKD $16,7

Average cost of food and entertainment:
0.5 litres of
domestic beer

A Cappuccino

Loaf of
fresh white bread

Regular

9

7

HKD $14.9

0

HKD $34.5

HKD $40.0
Eggs

Cinema ticket

2)

A Dozen (1

9

HKD $24.7

0

HKD $90.0

Source: numbeo.com, as of 4 January 2017

To convert these prices into Australian dollars,
try using the currency converter at worldfirst.com.au
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Working conditions
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Statutory benefits in Hong Kong are better than on the
Chinese mainland, but still meagre by Western standards.
You are entitled to seven days annual leave after your first
year of service, and an additional day for every year after
that, up to a maximum of 14 days per year.

Pregnant women are entitled to a minimum of
ten weeks’ paid maternity leave if they have been
with their employer for at least 40 weeks.
For men, paternity leave is limited
to just three days.

Source: labour.gov.hk

Source: labour.gov.hk

If you’re thinking about moving to Hong Kong for your career,
speaking to a Currency Specialist can help you plan your finances for everything
from setting up your new life to managing the transfer of funds once you settle in.
Choose a foreign exchange company where you’ll be able to chat through your options. There are
more choices than most think when it comes to foreign exchange, so being able to discuss your
situation first will mean you’ll get the most out of your transfer.
World First are international money transfer specialists that could help you get better exchange rates
and assist with seamless bank-to-bank transfers so you know the exchange rate you are getting and
what you’ll receive at the other end. We’re also one of the few 5-star rated Australian providers
awarded ‘Outstanding Value in International Money Transfers’ by CANSTAR, Australasia’s leading
consumer finance ratings company.
With a dedicated World First Currency Specialist that can assist you through the transfer process and
offer competitive exchange rates, you can make the most of your moving fund for a more
comfortable start in Australia and easily manage any transfer of funds once you settle in.

Start enjoying better exchanges rates and
personalised service with World First today.
1800 835 506

ausprivate@worldfirst.com

worldfirst.com.au
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