
Living and working in Germany

Being the strongest economy in Europe and right in the 
middle, Germany is an attractive place to move to for lots 
of Australians looking for a slice of European adventure.  

Since the wall came down, Berlin has long been known as 
a breeding ground for creative talent while the cheap 
rental market has seen tech startups settle into the city 
to call it home.

Elsewhere, cities like Hamburg and Munich are home to 
many multinational corporations that look for 
international talent.   

If you are thinking of moving there, considering what 
you are going to do to make ends meet or what the 

Visas
Working Holiday Visa
As an Australian citizen between 18 and 30 years of age, you can apply for a Working 
Holiday Visa to stay and work in Germany for up to 12 months. You must apply for the 
visa in person at the Consulate General in Sydney. 

Source: australien.diplo.de

•  Information Technology (I.T.) and Computer Science Profes-
sionals including Software Developers and Programmers

•  Traffic and Logistics Professionals including Railway Infrastruc-
ture Monitoring and Maintenance Professionals

•  Health Professionals including Doctors, Nurses, Elderly Care 
Professionals, Orthopaedic and Rehabilitation Professionals

Source: immigration.ca

•  Building and Construction Professionals and Tradespeople

•  Mathematicians (especially in the Finance sector) and 
Science professionals including Automotive Scientists, 
Biotechnologists, and Nanotechnologists 

•  Engineers especially Mechanical, Automotive, Electrical, IT 
and Building engineers

Jobs that are in-demand
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prospects are for climbing the career ladder is 
pretty important.

We took a look at official lists which outlined the jobs 
and occupations which are currently in-demand in 
Germany, along with some details about visas that 
will let you in and allow you to work, plus some 
information about the average cost of living. 

Aged 18 - 30



Eggs 

€1.80

A Dozen (12)

Cinema ticket 

€10.00

Source: numbeo.com, as of 4 January 2017

To convert these prices into Australian dollars, 
try using the currency converter at worldfirst.com.au

€652.67 €652.67

Average cost of food and entertainment:

0.5 litres of 
domestic beer

€3.40

A Cappuccino 

€2.58

Regular

Loaf of 
Fresh White Bread 

€1.23

Cost of Living

Average monthly rent for 
 a 1-bedroom major city apartment:

Source: numbeo.com as at 27 October, 2016

Public transport in most German cities includes buses and 
streetcars, with light rail and underground (U-bahn)

 systems in larger cities.

Monthly public transport costs:

For more information about German working visas
 visit www.germany-visa.org/work-employment-visa/

Employment Visa
If you have a vocational qualification and a firm offer of a job in Germany, you may be 
able to apply for a residence permit for general employment. You will only be accepted if 
your employer can show that the position couldn’t be filled by an EU worker.  You may 
also be eligible if you have exceptional skills or qualifications, particularly in in-demand 
areas such as science and technology, as well as a job offer from a German firm. 

Source: expatica.com
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Employment

VISA

http://www.germany-visa.org/work-employment-visa/
www.worldfirst.com.au


Start enjoying better exchanges rates and
personalised service with World First today.
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Working conditions

Source: howtogermany.com Source: howtogermany.com

Under German employment law, you are entitled to 
full salary for up to six weeks in case of illness. After 

this period, health insurance should cover up to 
 70% of your salary until you return to work.

German maternity leave is generous, with mothers 
receiving six weeks’ leave on full pay before the birth 
and eight weeks after - 12 weeks if you give birth to 

more than one child. 

If you’re thinking about moving to Germany for your career, 
speaking to a Currency Specialist can help you plan your finances for everything from 

setting up your new life to managing the transfer of funds once you settle in.

Choose a foreign exchange company where you’ll be able to chat through your options. 
There are more choices than most think when it comes to foreign exchange, so being able 

to discuss your situation first will mean you’ll get the most out of your transfer.

World First are international money transfer specialists that could help you get better exchange rates 
and assist with seamless bank-to-bank transfers so you know the exchange rate you are getting and 

what you’ll receive at the other end. We’re also one of the few 5-star rated Australian providers 
awarded  ‘Outstanding Value in International Money Transfers’ by CANSTAR, Australasia’s leading 

consumer finance ratings company.

Pa
id maternity leave

12  
weeks 
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