
101 Must-Do 
World Events 

in 2016



12 months, 101 big events

Whether you’re after something sporty, musical or just a great big 
party, look out for these symbols throughout this guide.

If you’re planning an adventure in 2016, you’re in luck. We’ve scoured the 
world for the biggest, the messiest, the noisiest, the most iconic and, frankly, 
the weirdest events around the world to compile the ultimate list of 101 
must-see events. 

Many of the events in our list tick most – if not all – of those boxes. Just take 
the colour and spectacle of India’s Holi Festival as an example. Bright paint 
coats everyone and everything – you’ll think a rainbow’s just exploded – as 
people mingle and create a joyous cacophony on the streets. 

Next, think of the tasty, fat, ripe, juicy tomatoes of Buñol in south east Spain. 
Perfect in a summer salad, you’d think? Not at Tomatina. Here, tomatoes are 
thrown around like confetti for no greater purpose than entertainment. 

For something a little more refined, there’s the glitz and glamour of the 
Cannes Film Festival. With its blinding flashbulbs and flowing gowns, it offers 
a glimpse of a world most of us can only see from the outside. But never 
mind, you’re in the south of France, where the cuisine is a lip-smacking 
marriage of sun-drenched veg and fresh Mediterranean seafood, and where 
there are more sunny days than not. 

And for the sports freak – and we’re talking serious freakishness here – 
there’s no challenge like the Marathon des Sables. 150 miles up near-vertical 
dunes and along bone-dry rock-laden riverbeds, while the Saharan sun beats 
down and sweat stings your eyes. And if that wasn’t enough, you’ll carry 
everything you need on your back. Don’t even mention the blisters.

Yes, it’s fair to say we’ve found something for everyone. From orange 
throwing to wife-carrying, oil-wrestling to cheese-chasing. And who knows, 
while you’re rolling around in the mud in South Korea or playing air guitar in 
Finland, you might decide you love it so much that you’d like to stay, or simply 
move on to your next international adventure. If you’re moving overseas for a 
little or a long time, head to worldfirst.com and find out how you could save 
money on your currency transfers.

Dive into our comprehensive 2016 guide and get inspired. How many of our 
101 have you done? Which ones will you do next? 

Why not try something new in 2016…?

CULTURE + FASHION

WEIRD + WONDERFUL

MUSIC + ARTS

FESTIVALS + CELEBRATIONS

EXTREME CHALLENGES

SPORT



JANUARY 2016

JANUARY 21 - 31

Sundance Film Festival, 
Utah, USA

See the work of the big name directors of the future. Founded 
by Robert Redford and now in its 30th year, Sundance is the US’s 
largest independent film festival.



JANUARY 2016

JANUARY 5 - FEBRUARY 28

JANUARY 8 - 17

JANUARY 17 - 26

JANUARY 18 - 31

JANUARY 19 - 20

JANUARY 23 - FEBRUARY 9

JANUARY 28 - 31

Harbin Ice & Snow Sculpture 
Festival, Harbin, China

London Boat Show, ExCel,
London, UK

Ati-Atihan, 
Kalibo, Phillipines

Australian Open Tennis, 
Melbourne, Australia

La Tamborrada, 
San Sebastian, Spain 

Venice Carnival,
Venice, Italy

Winter X Games, 
Aspen, Colorado, USA

Ice ice baby! These carvings, sculptures and ice 
buildings are up to 20 feet tall. Some of them, 
you can even slide around on. Ooh, and there are 
lights and lasers too!

In January, 90,000 visitors head to east London 
to coo and purr over the world’s finest boats. Join 
the crowd – let’s face it, at least 89,000 will be 
window shopping!

A vibrant mix of music, processions and dancing 
to the rhythm of drums that will make you feel 
like you’re at the Rio Carnival – and it’s all in 
honour of Santo Niño (infant Jesus).

The first Grand Slam of the year, and the second-
biggest of all (by attendance). The machine-like 
pair of Novak Djokovic and Serena Williams will 
defend their singles titles.

The moment the clock strikes midnight and the 
city flag is raised, the streets of San Sebastian 
bounce to a cacophony of drums and bass. 
Earplugs advised!

With roots in the 14th century, the carnival today 
features shows, balls and plays. Don’t forget to 
bring your elaborate carnival mask, and bring 
your own mystery to proceedings.

The chilly alternative 
to the original X Games 
(skateboarding, motocross 
etc – no snow), this edition 
combines skiers, snowboarders
and the like, plus the best bits 
of a music festival.



FEBRUARY 2016

FEBRUARY 5 - 9

Carnaval, 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

The daddy of carnivals. Two million visitors a day for four days.
Music, colourful costumes and massive parades are the order of the 
day at this unique, iconic and enormous carnival.



FEBRUARY 2016

FEBRUARY 6 - 9

FEBRUARY 7

FEBRUARY 8

Battle of the Oranges,
Ivrea, Italy

Superbowl 50,
San Francisco, USA

Chinese New Year,
China

Take half a million kilograms of oranges, and 
throw them at each other. That pretty much 
sums up the Ivrea Battle of the Oranges, and 
they’ve been doing it since the 19th century.

5 seconds of action, then 5 minutes waiting? Not 
for the aficionados that regard Superbowl as an 
unofficial holiday. This 50th edition takes place at 
San Francisco 49ers’ Levi’s Stadium.

All sorts of ways to celebrate, from Beijing’s 
temple fairs, with martial arts displays and lion 
& dragon dances, to Guangzhou’s flower fairs – 
with gorgeous floral displays and local music.

FEBRUARY 9

Mardi Gras,
New Orleans, Louisiana, USA 

FEBRUARY 11 - 18

New York Fashion Week, 
Winter

FEBRUARY 19 - 23

London Fashion Week, 
Winter

FEBRUARY 24 - MARCH 1

Milan Fashion Week, 
Winter

MARCH 2 - 9

Paris Fashion Week, 
Winter 

Traditionally part of the winter social season, 
which gave Southern society women the chance 
to party, now everyone can go to town!

What’s hot? What’s not? 
The biggest names display their 
wares to media and buyers, 
and thanks to the powers of 
the internet, you can buy your
ticket too – even if it means the
person selling it to you risks 
being blacklisted by the rest of 
the fashion industry!



MARCH 2016

MARCH 17

St. Patrick’s Day, 
Dublin, Ireland 

Dublin will be (sham)rocking – it’s a mad mix of street theatre, 
treasure hunts, processions, live music and even boat races. 
Oh, and a pint or two of Guinness, if you fancy it.



MARCH 2016

 MARCH 1 – 12 (TBC)

MARCH 5

MARCH 11 – APRIL 3               

MARCH 11-20

National Pyrotechnic Festival, 
Tultepec, Mexico

Gay & Lesbian Mardi Gras,
Sydney, Australia

ICC World Twenty20, 
India 

South by Southwest, 
Austin, Texas, USA

Who knew there was a patron saint of firework 
makers? Fans of fire, fireworks and illuminations 
will be in seventh heaven at this event in honour 
of John of God. 

So much going on, including a massive harbour 
party, drag races on Bondi Beach and the Mardi 
Gras Film Festival. A huge parade brings the 
curtain down on of one of the biggest festivals of 
its kind in the world.

Cricket – simply the most important thing to 
millions of Indians. Expect a fevered atmosphere 
and plenty of big hitting along the way as Sri 
Lanka defend their title.

Celebrate music, film and online. Move from bar 
to bar seeing different acts, and chat with other 
fans over a beer. If an act goes on to make it big, 
you can say you were there at the start.

MARCH 18 - 20

MARCH 20

MARCH 23

Ultra Music Festival,
Miami, Florida, USA

Australian Grand Prix, 
Melbourne, Australia 

Holi, 
Mumbai, India 

You and 300,000 others, getting sweaty to an 
amazing mix of electronic music. Last year’s 
300+ acts included Carl Cox, David Guetta, Fedde 
Le Grand and Deadmau5.

A new dawn, a brand 
new season of hope, of 
expectation… of another 
season of dominance for 
Mercedes. But seriously, F1’s 
traditional season opener at 
Albert Park is generally one of 
the better races.

Holi - the Festival of Colours - celebrates the 
start of spring. It’s fun and free, and starts with a 
Holika bonfire on the night before Holi. The next 
day is all about the paint – everywhere. Don’t 
think that you can just watch… 



APRIL 2016

APRIL 9

Grand National,
Aintree, UK

Go on, have a flutter! It is the National, after all, the day that even
non-betting Brits have a go. It’s one of the world’s toughest horse
races, seen by a worldwide TV audience of half a billion. 



APRIL 2016

APRIL 7 - 10

APRIL 8 - 10

APRIL 8 - 18                              

Masters Golf, 
Augusta, USA

Hong Kong Sevens,
Hong Kong 

Marathon des Sables, 
Morocco 

2015 phenomenon, 22 year old Jordan Spieth, 
will hope to hold onto the title where he tied 
Tiger Woods’ course record. 

Think the seven man version is inferior to the 15-
man game? Maybe you thought sevens was for 
kids, or that it’s somehow easier. Think again. 
This one’s the biggest of the Sevens World Series.

The MdS is an almost
unfathomably gruelling 150 
mile trek through the Sahara 
desert in 50 degree heat 
whilst carrying everything you
need to survive. Can’t get a 
babysitter? Shame.

APRIL 18                             

APRIL 24                             

Boston Marathon,
Boston, USA

Virgin Money London
Marathon, London, UK

The world’s oldest marathon turns 120 in 2016. 
Yes, the hills will leave you panting, but it’s the 
one that every marathon runner dreams of 
completing. One chap, Ben Beach, has run it 48 
times in a row. Now, that’s laid down the gauntlet!

Those that say “I’m never doing that again” as 
they cross the line are usually back on the start 
line 12 months later. It’s the atmosphere, the 
buzz of the crowd, the challenge and the pride 
that gets people coming back. 

APRIL 15 - 24

Coachella Valley Music and Arts 
Festival, California, USA

Hip hop to electronic, there’s
something for every taste, and
it’s all set on the edge of the 
phenomenal Colorado Desert.
But it’s hot, and one of the 
most expensive festivals out
there - better save up!



MAY 2016

MAY 22 – JUNE 5

French Open Tennis,
Paris, France

Stan Wawrinka and Serena Williams defend their singles titles. 
Not only do you get to see the tennis, but Paris in spring is a
wonderful thing. Head for the Eiffel Tower, Jardin du Luxembourg,
or watch the world go by in a little French café. 



MAY 2016

MAY 8 - 12                         

MAY 7

MAY 12-15 MAY 11 - 22

MAY 14

Invictus Games,
Florida, USA

Kentucky Derby,
Kentucky, USA

The Queen’s 90th birthday
celebrations, Windsor, UK

Cannes Film Festival,
Cannes, France 

Eurovision Song Contest,
Stockholm, Sweden

These Games - featuring military personnel 
who were injured in service - are Prince Harry’s 
personal project; seeing them will leave you 
inspired, humbled and ever so slightly inadequate. 

Mint Julep, anyone? That’s the official drink for 
The Derby. Some Derby facts - the youngest 
winner was just 15, and the biggest underdog to 
win was Donerail in 1924, at 91/1. Not bad odds!

The Queen’s birthday 
celebrations take place nearly a 
month after her actual birthday
(April 21). With 600 horses and 
1,500 performers, this part 
horse show and part evening 
concert coincides with the 
annual Windsor Horse show.
Horses are such a big passion
of the Queen – why shouldn’t 
she do what she wants on her 
birthday?

The glitz, the glamour, the 
not getting in… OK, it’s an 
industry event, but there are 
free screenings on the beach, 
tickets for ‘Director’s Fortnight’ 
screenings, and there’s nothing 
to stop you donning your glad 
rags and hanging around 
the red carpet.

Europe’s guilty pleasure. It’s cheesy, camp and 
colourful, and was watched by nearly 200 million 
on TV last year (most of whom were probably 
pretending they weren’t interested – but we 
know the truth!).

MAY 26 - JUN 5

Hay Festival,
Hay-On-Wye, Wales

Time for a bit of culture. Poets, writers, musicians 
and comedians converge at the Brecon Beacons 
National Park. The Hay Festival was once 
described by Bill Clinton as the “Woodstock of 
the Mind”. 



MAY 2016

MAY 21

MAY 30

Preakness Stakes,
Baltimore, USA

Gloucestershire Cheese Rolling, 
Coopers Hill, Gloucestershire

The second leg of the Triple Crown, with an 
exclusive field of just eight horses. At least it 
gives you a better chance of picking the winner!

Now for something completely 
different. Apparently it’s a 
bit dangerous to have lots of 
people running down a very 
steep hill after a big cheese, so 
this is now an unofficial event. 
But it’s quintessentially English,
and a bit of a laugh (unless 
you happen to break your leg).

MAY 21

FA Cup Final,
Wembley, London 

The world’s oldest football
cup competition reaches a 
climax at the home of football, 
Wembley Stadium. Arsenal 
have won the last two FA Cups,
including a 4-0 thrashing of
Aston Villa in 2015.

MAY 29

Indianapolis 500, 
Indiana, USA        

This iconic race was first run in 1911, and from 
the moment the starter utters the immortal line 
“ladies and gentlemen, start your engines”, and 
the air fills with exhaust and noise, motorsport 
fans know they’re somewhere special.



JUNE 2016

JUNE 3 - 5

Prostate Cancer UK’s Football to
Amsterdam 2016, UK/Netherlands

Join a select team of football celebrities on a once in a lifetime 
pedal powered pilgrimage to Amsterdam climaxing in an epic finish
 and a truly memorable night out in Dam Square.
Do something unforgettable. Help beat prostate cancer. 
And make new friends for life.

http://www.prostatecanceruk.org/amsterdam?utm_source=WorldFirst&utm_medium=Blog&utm_content=Digital&utm_campaign=Football%20to%20Amsterdam%202016
http://www.prostatecanceruk.org/amsterdam?utm_source=WorldFirst&utm_medium=Blog&utm_content=Digital&utm_campaign=Football%20to%20Amsterdam%202016


JUNE 10 – JULY 10           

JUNE 14 - 16

JUNE 11

JUNE 14 - 18

Euro 2016,
France

E3, 
Los Angeles, USA

Belmont Stakes,
New York, USA 

Royal Ascot, 
UK

Football matches every day for a month? 
Heaven! And now, with 24 teams rather than 16, 
some of Europe’s lesser teams get a chance to 
appear at a major tournament – in some cases 
for the first time.

Didn’t your mother always say too many videos 
games will give you square eyes? Well, she’s 
never been to E3! It’s one of gaming’s big get 
togethers. See new games, play games and see 
what’s coming soon.

Kentucky Derby. Check. Preakness Stakes. Check. 
You might as well go for the third and final leg of 
the Triple Crown. 

Dust off your suit, buy a new hat and spend a 
day at the races. It’s ‘Royal’ because it’s just six 
miles from Windsor Castle, and the Queen is at 
her happiest when she’s in attendance and her 
horse comes in first!

JUNE 16 - 19                      

US Open Golf,
Pennsylvania, USA

Jordan Spieth. Yes, it’s that man again. He’s 
already had one mention in this guide for his 
Masters triumph. He’ll also be defending his 
crown at the US Open. He’s 22, for goodness sake. 
So successful, so young (so jealous…).

JUNE 18

Kirkpinar Oil Wrestling Festival, 
Edirne, Turkey

Men covered in oil, rolling around in a field, having 
a good old wrestle. Good for them. They’ve been 
doing this for over 700 years, but they no longer 
fight to the death. What a bunch of wusses.  

JUNE 22 - 26

Glastonbury Festival, 
Somerset, UK

Ask a Brit to name a music 
festival and they’ll say Glasto. 
Kanye West and The Who 
headlined in 2015, with Adele 
andColdplay rumoured for 
2016. Tickets sold out for the 
2016 show in 32 minutes. 
Lovers of mud will be in their
element.

JUNE 2016



JUNE 27 – JULY 10           

Wimbledon Tennis, 
London, UK 

Anyone for Pimms? Whether 
you’ve paid a fortune for Centre
Court tickets or spent hours 
in a queue just to get in, a day
at The Championships should 
be on every sports lover’s 
bucket list. The atmosphere is 
amazing, especially when 
Murraymania is in the air.

JUNE 30 - JUL 9

Montreal Jazz Festival,
Montreal, Canada

Love jazz? You’ll love the Montreal Jazz Festival, 
which features the smooth sounds of around 
3,000 performers every year, and hundreds of 
concerts – most of them free to attend.

JUNE (DATES TBC)

Stanley Cup Finals, USA
(locations TBC)

At the end of the regular NHL season, when only 
the Eastern and Western Conference champions 
are left standing, this best of seven series takes 
place. The Finals actually start in April (15th), but 
mid-June is where it all comes to a head. 

JUNE (DATES TBC)

NBA Finals, 
USA (locations TBC)

At the sharp end of the NBA, the Eastern and 
Western champions of the Conference Finals 
do battle, and it’s the first to four. Last year, the 
Golden State Warriors came out on top.

JUNE 2016

JUNE 24 - 26 

Boi Bumba,
Parintins, Brazil

See this Brazilian folk theatrical tradition for 
yourself. Hear the toadas, talk to the locals and 
get completely immersed in buzz of the city. 
Local food and drink is waiting for you – like you 
need reminding... 



JULY 2 - 24                             

Tour de France,
France

Although beset by controversy in recent years, there is still a certain
je ne sais quoi about The Tour, the daddy of bike events, which was 
won in 2015 by Chris Froome. This year, the event starts for the 
first time in Manche, and will have a stage finish in mountainous 
Andorra. 

JULY 2016



JULY 2016

JULY 8 - 17

JULY 6 - 14 JULY 14

JULY 9

MID-JULY (TBC)

JULY 14 - 17

Calgary Stampede,
Calgary, Canada

Festival of San Fermin,
Pamplona, Spain

Bastille Day,
Paris, France

Camel Cup, 
Alice Springs, Australia

Boryeong Mud Festival, 
Daecheon Beach, South Korea       

The Open Golf,
Royal Troon, Scotland, UK

Get your cowboy hat and boots at the ready 
and join the 100,000 or more that head to the 
Calgary Stampede every day. Sample a scorpion 
pizza (it’s got real bite!), and see the rodeo and 
concerts!

Think of Pamplona and you probably think of the 
running of the bulls. Well that happens at 8am 
daily, but if you like fireworks and processions, 
colour and music, you’ll love this. A million 
Spaniards can’t be wrong!

Celebrations take place all over France on Bastille 
Day, or La Fête Nationale - the French national 
day. The most established is an impressive 
military parade along the Champs-Élysées.

Don’t get the hump, go to the Camel Cup! It 
all gets pretty silly at times – you try keeping 
a straight face watching jockeys trying to keep 
control of unruly camels.

Lots of mud. Lots of rolling around in the mud. 
Mud cosmetics. Mud wrestling. Like I say, lots of 
mud. Music too, and a lot of fun. And mud.

One for the golf purist, 2015’s Champion Golfer of 
the Year was Zach Johnson, who eventually beat 
Louis Oosthuizen and Marc Leishman in a four-
hole playoff, after a rain interrupted but low-
scoring five days.

JULY 17 

JULY 28 - 31                        

Darwin Beer Can Regatta, 
Darwin, Australia

US PGA Golf,
New Jersey, USA

Down on Mindil Beach in Darwin, this is a really 
fun day out, featuring loads of boats made out 
of – you guessed it – beer cans, built with varying 
degrees of success. Reckon you could pull it off?

A familiar looking top ten in 2015 featured the 
ubiquitous Jordan Spieth, Dustin Johnson and the 
ever-dependable Justin Rose. But Aussie Jason 
Day came out on top with a three-shot victory. 



AUGUST 2016

AUGUST 5 – 21       

Olympic Games,
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

It’s the time when we all become experts on archery or handball,
and when even non-sports fans will dip into some of the action. 
And in Rio, it should be quite an event!



AUGUST 2016

AUGUST 3 - 7

AUGUST 5 - 29

AUGUST 14

Star Trek Convention,
Las Vegas, USA

Edinburgh Fringe Festival, 
Scotland, UK

City2Surf,
Sydney, Australia

Calling all Trekkies! Meet over 100 Star Trek stars, 
have your picture taken with them and attend 
Q&As. Talk trivia, and get a better look inside the 
Star Trek brand too.

The world’s largest arts festival, it’s where stars 
are made. A chance to say you saw them ‘before 
they were famous’. There’s music, comedy, dance 
and more; there were over 3,000 events in 2015.

Whether you’re serious about setting a great time, 
or just taking part in the fun run, the 14 kilometre 
course is a great day in Sydney’s calendar. Up to 
80,000 take to the streets, generating a terrific 
atmosphere.

AUGUST 15

AUGUST 28 - SEPTEMBER 5

AUGUST 29 - SEPTEMBER 11

AUGUST 31

Air Guitar World
Championships, Oulu, Finland

Burning Man, Nevada, USA 

US Open Tennis,
New York, USA

La Tomatina,
Valencia, Spain 

We can all play the air guitar, right? But if you’re 
really, really good, you could succeed 2015’s 
winner Kereel ”Your Daddy” Blumenkrants, the 
first ever Russian to take the crown.

Before, it’s arid, cracked terrain. Then a city is 
‘built’ by people who are ready to embrace the 
festival of art, parades and music. People who 
go aren’t just attending, they’re taking part – 
whether performing or creating some kind of art 
installation.

New balls please. It’s the final grand slam of the 
year. In 2015, Serena Williams surprisingly failed 
to take the calendar grand slam, losing out to 
Roberta Vinci in the semi-final. Novak Djokovic 
will defend the men’s title in 2015. 

Thousands and thousands 
of people throwing, rolling
around in and dancing about in 
tomatoes – around 125,000kg 
of the things. Forget your five 
a day, here you’ll get your five 
hundred tomatoes a day.



SEPTEMBER 2016

SEPTEMBER 17 - OCTOBER 3

Oktoberfest,
Munich, Germany             

With six million visitors, Oktoberfest is a beer festival on a grand
scale. Wondering why Oktoberfest takes place mainly in 
September? It’s with the hope of better weather. They didn’t worry 
about things like that when it all started back in 1810. 



SEPTEMBER 2016

SEPTEMBER 7 – 18        

Paralympic Games,
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

London 2012 certainly set the bar high for the 
2012 Paralympics, with spectators embracing this 
event as warmly as they did the Olympics. This 
event marks the first time any Latin American 
and South American city hosts the Paralympics.

SEPTEMBER 8 – 15        

New York Fashion Week, 
Summer

SEPTEMBER 16 – 20       

London Fashion Week, 
Summer

SEPTEMBER 21 – 27        

Milan Fashion Week, 
Summer

SEPTEMBER 28 – OCTOBER 5     

Paris Fashion Week, 
Summer

Fashion Week’s back. Buy your 
ticket, blag your ticket, do 
whatever it takes to be there at 
fashion’s hottest shows!

SEPTEMBER 11 - 18

SEPTEMBER 8 - 11

END OF SEPTEMBER

SEPTEMBER 30 – OCTOBER 2

ITU World Triathlon Grand 
Final, Cozumel, Mexico

Bestival,
Isle of Wight, UK 

Porthcawl Elvis Festival, 
Porthcawl, UK 

Ryder Cup Golf,
Minnesota, USA

A 1,500m swim, a 40km bike ride and a 10km 
run. I think we’ll leave it to the experts. Events 
all over the world will lead up to this, the grand 
final, in Mexico.

Everyone’s in full party mode at Bestival, as they 
know it could be their last summer party of the 
year. People get on, the fancy dress is spectacular, 
oh – and the music is so varied. Expect acts as 
diverse as The Chemical Brothers, Duran Duran, 
The Jacksons and Rudimental.

Every September, thousands of Elvis fans head to 
the Welsh seaside town of Porthcawl where they 
celebrate the music of The King, and, invariably, 
dress up like him. Great fun or worst nightmare? 
It’s your call.

The jewel in golf’s crown, the Ryder Cup always 
seems to throw up a few stories. This time, it’s the 
US’s turn to host round, and they’ll be looking to 
break the Europeans’ run of three straight wins.



OCTOBER 2016

OCTOBER 1

OCTOBER 9 - 16

OCTOBER 14 - 18

OCTOBER 9 - 16

UCI Road World
Championships, Doha, Qatar

AFL Grand Final,
Melbourne, Australia

Amsterdam Dance Event, 
Amsterdam, Netherlands

Diwali,
India

Temperatures are typically in the high 30s degrees 
Celsius – sometimes up to 40. A great time, then, 
for a bit of cycling. Good luck everyone. Qatar will 
become the first Middle East country to stage 
this event.

The match at the MCG is just part of it, with 
hundreds of parties taking place right across the 
country – and the world. At the 2015 event itself, 
Bryan Adams, Ellie Goulding and Chris Isaak 
provided the musical entertainment.

One of the world’s most relaxed, chilled out cities 
plays host to a lively dance event which turns 21 
in 2016. The numbers, 5 days of conferences, 450 
evening events, 2,000 artists. 350,000 clubbers. 
Wow.

Diwali – the festival of lights – is an important 
festival for Hindus and is India’s biggest festival. 
It’s also a feast for the senses, with great noise 
from fireworks and firecrackers. The candlelight 
everywhere makes Diwali warm and atmospheric. 

OCTOBER 7 - 18

Mind Trek,
Kilimanjaro, Tanzania

Trek Kilimanjaro in this ultimate summit ascent. Forge unforgettable 
memories, make lifelong friends and help the charity Mind be there 
for everyone with a mental health problem.



NOVEMBER 2016

NOVEMBER 1

NOVEMBER 6

NOVEMBER 15

NOVEMBER 11

NOVEMBER 24 LATE NOVEMBER /EARLY DECEMBER

Melbourne Cup,
Melbourne, Australia  

New York Marathon,
New York, USA

Loi Krathong,
Bangkok, Thailand

Singles Day,
China

Thanksgiving,
USA

Stereosonic,
various cities, Australia

The Melbourne Cup is Australia’s major 
thoroughbred horse race, and is marketed as 
“the race that stops a nation”. At a shade over 
3,000 metres, the Melbourne Cup is the richest 
two-mile handicap in the world.

On four miles, at Brooklyn, the crowds are at their 
most excited. It’s much the same at Manhattan  
just when you need a bit of a push. As you wind 
your way through NYC, you know you’re close  to 
the end once you’ve made it into Central Park.

One seriously enchanting festival. People gather at rivers, lakes 
and canals to give thanks to the goddess of water. They decorate 
lotus shaped rafts with candles, flowers and incense before 
releasing them into the water. If your candle stays alight before it 
slips out of view, that’s supposed to bring you good luck.

What started life as a marketing ploy has become 
the year’s biggest online shopping event. The 
idea is for single people to treat themselves, 
and the day is supposedly symbolised by all the 
number ones in the date of 11 November - 11/11. 

Families get together in the US to celebrate 
Thanksgiving, and on the more commercial side, 
there are plenty of parades and festivities to 
mark the start of the Christmas shopping period.

Held across Australia, from Brisbane to Adelaide 
and Sydney to Melbourne, this is one of the 
country’s fastest growing music festivals. It’s a 
mix of electro and dance music, with headline 
sets from the likes of Calvin Harris, David Guetta, 
Tiesto and Avicii.



DECEMBER 2016

DECEMBER 26

DECEMBER 31

Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race, 
Australia

New Years’ Eve celebrations

Boxing Day is a big sporting day in Australia, and 
this iconic yacht race is just one part of it. The 
best spots to see it are at North Head (Manly) or 
Dobroyd Head (Balgowlah Heights). Or get onto 
a harbour cruise and see the action up close and 
personal. 

DECEMBER 26

Boxing Day Test,
Melbourne, Australia

This match at the MCG is a real fixture in the 
cricketing season, and gives one of the best 
atmospheres the in the sport. If you burn easily, 
make sure you get a seat out the sun; seven 
hours of roasting might be too much!

THROUGHOUT DECEMBER

Santa Con, various cities

What could be more fun than dressing up as Santa, and being with 
loads of other Santas at the same time? There are events all over 
the USA – the first was in San Francisco in 1994, one of the largest 
today is in California – but also around the world. But there are rules
– you must address your fellow Santas as ‘Santa’, not get drunk and 
not make children cry. Like that needs saying…?

Down on Rio’s Copacabana Beach (where music 
and passion were always the fashion) you’ll love 
the party atmosphere of Reveillon. 

In Scotland, do Edinburgh Hogmanay for a 
variety of music – get the street party ticket, buy 
tickets to a specific band or do the Ceilidh.

Then, there’s New York, with the ball drop in 
Times Square, and Sydney always guarantees 
a great party – and fabulous fireworks. Or check 
out the street party in Berlin, with the main event 
near the Brandenburg Gate.

LATE DECEMBER 

Sunburn Festival,
Goa, India

Sunburn is India’s biggest music festival, and 
caters for lovers of electro dance, trance, house 
and dubstep. As well as the music, there are all 
sorts of other activities, and it just so happens 
you’re on the beautiful Western coast of India, 
with it’s gorgeous sunsets and shores.



We hope you’ve been 
inspired to make 2016 
unforgettable.
Remember, if you need to make any international 
payments – maybe you’re buying property abroad, 
paying school fees or working abroad and sending 
money home – World First is here to help.
 
We make it faster and easier to transfer money, and 
our great exchange rates mean you could save a 
bundle compared to your banks.
 
For more information, 
head to worldfirst.com


